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On Aug. 1, 600 displaced rural workers of Mam ethnicity staged a demonstration in front of the
National Palace demanding that President Vinicio Cerezo fulfill a pledge made a year ago to provide
them with land for homes and crops. According to Cerigua, on Aug. 2 the government established
a two week deadline for a newly created commission to identify a "solution corresponding to
the needs of the campesinos and availability of government resources." The Quetzaltenango
department natives were driven from their homes and crops by security forces, reportedly at the
request of landowner Mario Arevalo, President Cerezo's uncle. Since then, the rural workers and
their families have been residing in a squatter camp alongside a highway in Retalhuleu department.
According to Prensa Libre (08/01/90), squalid conditions in the camp have resulted in the deaths
of 20 children, while at least 200 others are suffering from disease. Cerigua reported that on July
27 police set fire to and destroyed makeshift homes of approximately 300 displaced rural workers
near a garbage dump in the capital city. In a recent news brief on the same or a similar incident, the
Guatemala Human Rights Commission said police destroyed the homes of 500 displaced families
near a garbage dump site on the morning of July 26. Subsequent to their removal from makeshift
homes, an estimated 125 families set up camps near the office of the Attorney General for Human
Rights in Guatemala City. As of Aug. 5, the displaced persons remained in makeshift shelters near
the government office. [Basic data from Cerigua Weekly Briefs, 07/30-08/05/90; 08/06/90 report by
Guatemala Human Rights Commission (Washington, DC)]
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